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The Formation of the Society. 
ALTHOUGH Historical Societies had existed in several of 
the other States of Australia for some time, doing valuable 
work in collecting and arranging material likely to be use-
ful to the Historian, no organised attempt had been made in 
Queensland to preserve the records of the early history of 
the State before the formation of this Historical Society. 
"While it was well known that many individual residents of 
the State were keenly interested in its development, and 
while numerous small volumes had been published as a 
result of this interest, it was felt that the time had come 
to organise these independent students into a Society which 
would by the joint action of its members be able to 
collect and to preserve that information which is necessary 
to the production of the History of Queensland. It was 
realised that by bringing the student into contact with the 
older settler much valuable information, which might have 
been considered interesting, though scarcely worthy of pub-
lication, might be preserved. 
As isolated experiences many of the incidents of the 
lives of the early colonists may have no value other than 
that which always belongs to an interesting story. Collected 
and arranged, compared one with the other,, they constitute 
the most valuable of all material available to the student 
of the History of Queensland. 
It was felt too that as but few remain of those who 
struggled through the difficulties of the first period of 
settlement that it would be wise to hear from their own lips 
the story of the early days before the long silence closed over 
them, making further questioning impossible. It is not 
easy for the city dweller to realise the difficulties which 
confronted these"^  adventurous spirits as they wandered into 
Queensland from the South and from the East to build 
their homes and wrest a fortune from the countr^^ which 
they had adopted as their own. Nor is it less difficult for 
the dweller in the country of to-day to understand the lone-
liness, the complete isolation from the outside world, of 
those who first drove their sheep across the Darling Downs 
and of those who, first of all white men, broke the soil on 
the 'shores of Moreton Bay. The railroad, the telegraph, 
and the newspaper now bring the pioneer into close contact 
with the busy thickly-populated world. 
It is from the personal accounts of those who were 
engaged in developing the country, in penetrating into 
unknown districts, in building up new settlements, just as 
much as from official papers and Acts of Parliament, that 
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the history of a country must be written. The history of a 
people is as important as the history of the Government. 
Acts of Parliament are expressions of a country's needs: 
they show the lines along which development is taking 
place, they regulate the activities of the population, and by 
a study of them the direction of the "stream of tendency" 
can be discovered. The diaries, the memoirs, the utterances 
of men and women whose work made governmental activity 
necessary and possible bring us into an intimate relation 
with the problems of their lives: they show us with vivid 
detail the difficulties which had to be overcome; they 
relate the experiences of the rank and file of the great 
army of settlement. 
The cold, precise phraseology of the Act of Parliament 
can never communicate to us the personal element which is 
so important in history—which is more than half of 
history's charm. 
It was for the purpose of preserving such interesting 
and valuable material, of collecting and arranging it, that 
a Provisional Committee was formed to draw up a Draft 
Constitution for the proposed Historical Society of Queens-
land. 
After several meetings, the following proposal was 
circulated amongst those who were thought to be interested 
in the project:— 
Proposal for the Establishment of a Society to be called 
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND. 
Patron: 
His Excellency Sir WILLIAM MACGREGOR, G.C.M.G., C.B., M.D., LL.D., 
&c.. Governor of Queensland. 
Provisional Committee: 
E. C. BARTON, Esq., M.I.E.B. 
The Rev. C. E. BURGESS, M.A. 
Col. The Honourable J . F. G. FOXTON, C.M.G. 
J. J. KNIGHT, Esq. 
Captain MACKAY, I.S.O. 
J. L. MICHIE, Esq., M.A. 
The Honourable Sir ARTHUR MORGAN, M.L.C. 
T. J. RYAN, Esq., B.A., M.L.A. 
W. J. SOOTT, Esq., I.S.O. 
The Honourable A. J . THYNNE, M.L.C. 
THORNHILL WEEDON, Esq., F.S.S. 
J . L. "WooLCOOK, Esq., B.A. 
Provisional Honorary Secretaries: 
F . "W. S. CUMBEAE-STEWAET, Esq., B.A., B.C.L. 
A. C. V. MBLBOUENE, Esq., B.A. 
Since the year 1770, when Captain Cook of H.M.S. ' 'Endeavour ' ' 
took possession of the Eastern Coast of Austraha, the territory now 
uieluded m the State of Queensland has been a portion of the British 
Empire and its History a part of Imperial History. The battles which 
secured it to the Empire and to its present inhabitants were Imperial 
battles, fought in Europe and Asia, or, like Trafalgar, in far distant 
seas. 
But though the internal history of Queensland has been one of 
peace and is lacking in the interest of war and conquest, the record of 
Its discovery by men of our race and of its subsequent settlement by 
the parents and grand parents of the present generation cannot fail 
to be of interest. 
That record has yet to be written, and before it can be written 
the materials for it must be collected and preserved. 
At the present time they are scattered, and many of them are in 
danger of being lost altogether. 
The records of the hundred years commencing with Captain Cook 
are wholly documentary. Happily many of the men and women who 
have done the work of the last fifty years are still living, and it is 
possible to supplement documentary records by the testimony of 
actual eye-witnesses. But in a few years they will be no longer 'here, 
and even where they have left written records there is every chance 
tha t these records will disappear unless a determined effort* is made 
to preserve them. Many instances of the destruction of valuable 
private materials can be cited,, and it is unfortunately a fact that 
many public records have not escaped a similar fate. 
I t is thought that any movement to promote the study of the 
History of Queensland will meet with general support, and that the 
time has now arrived when, following the example of New South 
V^ales, Victoria, and other places, an Historical Society of Queens-
land should be formed, with the objects set out in the accompanying 
Draft Constitution. 
I t will be necessary to arrange for a place of meeting. Brisbane 
is singularly deficient in rooms for the Society, but arrangements may 
possibly be made with the Royal Geographical Society or with the 
Institute of Engineers for the use of their rooms when not required 
by them. 
The question of finance has not been overlooked. I t is thought 
that an annual subscription of 10s. 6d. will be sufl&eient to cover the 
usual expenses of carrying on the Society's work if there are a 
hundred ordinary subscribing members. 
A larger sum is necessary if publication of proceedings and 
papers is undertaken, and this sum can be increased indefinitely if the 
publication of Records is entered upon. In the other States the aid 
of the Government has not been sought in vain. The whole cost of 
publishing the Records has been borne by the Government in New 
South "Wales and New Zealand. In Victoria the Government has 
generously made arrangements whereby printing to the extent of £100 
has been authorised in connection with the printing work of the 
Historical Society of Victoria. I t is thought that Government as 
well as private help will be forthcoming for the publication of the 
Queensland Records. 
I t is not proposed to form a Library in connection vnth the 
Society. In the opinion of the founders of the Society all documents 
•should be made available to as many persons as possible, and a place 
•should be found in the Public Library for such documents as may 
•come into the possession of the Society. 
At a meeting of the Provisional Committee, held on 
Friday, 21st July, 1913, the Provisional Honorary Secre-
taries were able to report that 84 ladies and gentlemen had 
signified their intention of becoming original members of 
the Society, and that subscriptions amounting to £34 2s. 6d. 
had already been received. At the same meeting the Pro-
visional Committee approved of the draft rules drawn up by 
a sub-committee, these, of course, to be submitted to the 
Council of the Society when elected. I t was also announced 
that His Excellency Sir William MacGregor had consented 
to become Patron of the Society, and that he would attend 
the inaugural meeting. 
The inaugural meeting was held on 2ist August, 1913, 
in the Albert Hall, Brisbane, by which time the number of 
original members had increased to 100. 
His Excellency Sir WILLIAM MACGREGOR occupied the 
chair. 
His Excellency explained that it was the object of the 
meeting to form an Historical Society of Q^ieensland. 
Mr. A. C. V. MELBOURNE, B.A., then read a paper on 
"The Methods of Historical Eesearch, with Special Refer-
ence to the History of Australia.' ' 
Colonel the Hon. J. F; G. FOXTON moved—"That the 
Historical Society of Queensland be now formed." 
Mr. J. M. DAVIDSON seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 
Dr. MERRINGTON moved—"That the Constitution of 
the Society as printed and circulated be adopted.'' 
Professor MICHIE, seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 
Mr. CUMBRAE-STEWART moved that the officers b e ^ 
President—The Hon. Sir Arthur Morgan, Kt., M.L.C. 
Vice-Presidents—Colonel the Hon. J. F . G. Foxton, 
C.M.G.; the Hon. A. J. Thynne, M.L.C.; Mr. F. 
W. S. Cumbrae-Stewart, B.A., B.C.L. 
Council—The Rev. C. E. Burgess, M;A.; Messrs. 
J. M. Davidson; J. J. Knight; Captain J . 
Mackay; Professor Michie; Messrs. T. J . Ryan, 
B.A., M.L.A.; W. J. Scott, I.S.O.; Captain 
Thompson; and Mr. J. L. Woolcock, B.A. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. NUGENT WADE 
BROWN, and was carried unanimously. 
